
RESOLUTION 

OF 

WALKER RIVER IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Approving the Plaintiffs’ and Principal Defendants’ Conditional Stipulation Resolving The 

Water Right Claims of the Walker River Paiute Tribe And The United States Of America 

in the litigation captioned the United States of America and Walker River Paiute Tribe v 

Walker River  Irrigation District, Case No. 3:73-cv-00127-MMD, in the United States 

District Court for the District of Nevada (the “Tribal Water Rights Litigation”) 

 

1. This Resolution is based on the following: 

 

 A. On April 15, 1936, the United States District Court of Nevada entered its final 

decree adjudicating the water rights to the surface water flows of the Walker River, including those 

asserted by the United States for the Tribe’s benefit on the Walker River Indian Reservation (the 

“Reservation”). Following appeal and decision, United States v. Walker River Irr. Dist., 104 F.2d 

334 (9th Cir. 1939), the Court’s final decree was amended on April 24, 1940 to conform to the 

mandate of the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals (the “Walker River Decree”). 

 

 B. Through the Walker River Decree, the Court decreed to the United States in trust 

for the Tribe, the right to 26.25 cfs of surface water from the Walker River with a priority date of 

November 29, 1859 to irrigate 2,100 acres during a 180-day irrigation season on the Reservation.  

 

 C. On March 18, 1992, the Tribe asserted rights to the waters of the Walker River in 

the Tribal Water Rights Litigation, in addition to those recognized in the Walker River Decree, as 

well as rights to groundwater underlying the Reservation.  On December 15, 1992, the United 

States filed claims in the Tribal Water Rights Litigation asserting water rights similar to those 

asserted by the Tribe. 

 

 D. Since 1992, the Tribe and the United States have amended their water right claims 

for and on behalf of the Tribe several times. 

 

 E. On May 3, 2019, the United States’ Detailed Statement of Water Right Claims on 

Behalf of the Walker River Paiute Tribe was filed in the Tribal Water Rights Litigation and was 

joined in by the Tribe. 

 

 F. Counsel for the District, the Nevada Department of Wildlife, the United States and 

the Tribe have reached an agreement to resolve and settle the claims of the United States and Tribe 

being asserted in the Tribal Water Rights Litigation for the benefit of the Tribe and its Reservation 

through the implementation of a proposed Conditional Stipulation Resolving The Water Right 

Claims of the Walker River Paiute Tribe And The United States Of America (the “Stipulation). 

 

 G. A true and correct copy of the proposed Stipulation is attached to this Resolution 

as Exhibit A. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BASED ON THE FOREGOING, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the 

Walker River Irrigation District, acting by and through its Board of Directors, that: 

 

 A. The proposed Stipulation in the Tribal Water Rights Litigation attached to this 

Resolution is hereby approved; 

 

 

 B. The District Legal Counsel, in consultation with the District Manager, is hereby 

authorized to enter into and execute a final version of the Stipulation on behalf of the District, 

based substantially on the terms of the proposed Stipulation; 

 

 

 C. The District Legal Counsel is hereby authorized to file a final version of the 

Stipulation in the Tribal Water Rights Litigation; and  

 

 

 D. The District Legal Counsel, in consultation with the District Manager, is hereby 

authorized to take all other reasonable actions as may be necessary to implement the Stipulation 

resolving the claims of the United States and Walker River Paiute Tribe for the Walker River 

Indian Reservation as provided by the Stipulation, including any necessary modifications to the 

Walker River Decree. 

 

 

 Upon motion duly made and seconded and approved by     in favor,  

   opposed and     abstaining. The Board of Directors of the Walker 

River Irrigation District adopted the foregoing Resolution. 

 

 

Dated this 30th day of August, 2023   WALKER RIVER IRRIGATION   

       DISTRICT 

 

 

By:        

 Jim Snyder, President 

 

ATTESTED BY: 

 

 

      



 

 

 

EXHIBIT A 

TO 

RESOLUTION OF THE WALKER RIVER IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTIONS 

 

 

 

PROPOSED FINAL STIUPULATION 




























