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A meeting of the Walker River Irrigation District (WRID) Board of Directors was held on May 

7, 2026. The meeting was called to order at 10:00 AM at the District Board Room, 410 N. Main 

St, Yerington, Nevada by Vice President MASINI. 

Present:   

Marcus MASINI Vice President 

Richard NUTI  Treasurer 

David GIORGI Director 

Dennis ACCIARI Director, via phone 

Robert BRYAN General Manager 

Jessica HALTERMAN Secretary 

Gordon DePAOLI Legal Counsel, via Zoom 

Sandy NEVILLE Water Rights Specialist 

Public Present: 

Joanne Sarkisian, USBWC Lauren Bartels, NDWR Carly Venghaus, NDWR 

LD Bowden, SVMVCD Mark Phillips  

Public Present via Zoom: 

Michael  Liz Grans Marcella Rose 

1. Public Comment

None presented.

2. Roll Call and Determination of Quorum

President SNYDER was absent.

3. Consideration of Minutes of the April 7, 2026, Regular Meeting

Director GIORGI made a motion to approve the minutes; Treasurer NUTI offered a second.

The vote was called for and passed.

4. Water Master’s Report

Joanne SARKISIAN reported Bridgeport was at 36,760 acre-feet (87% capacity) and

Topaz was 57,000 acre-feet (95% capacity). Smith Valley is at Full decree today and the

rest of the system will be at Full tomorrow. Joanne will keep the decree at Full as long as

possible. She will work with Wes and Bert on whether the pools need to be lowered.

5. Staff Reports:

A. Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer NUTI reported as of April 30, 2026:

Cash in Checking $   119,686.87 

Cash in Money Market $2,460,162.01 

Cash in CDs  $   842,081.48 

Total   $3,421,930.36 
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B. Consideration of Bills and Payroll for payment 

Cash Disbursement Journals 

April 2026 Bills & Payroll 

    

Payee Check No.  Date  Amount  

Ameritas Life Insurance Corp 101825 04/07/2026  $         1,391.32  

Lyon County Recorder 101826 04/07/2026  $             28.92  

Mickey Mutual Ditch Co. 101827 04/07/2026  $               9.54  

NV Energy 101828 04/07/2026  $           273.68  

NV Energy 101829 04/07/2026  $             13.94  

Wells Fargo Card Services Payment  101830 04/07/2026  $         3,335.53  

XEROX BUSINESS SOLUTIONS 101831 04/07/2026  $             26.75  

PRIMO Brands 300320 04/15/2026  $           217.25  

Southwest Gas Corporation 300321 04/15/2026  $           100.59  

CALNEVA WATER 101832 04/15/2026  $         1,890.00  

City of Yerington 101833 04/15/2026  $           160.77  

Giomi, Inc. 101834 04/15/2026  $           305.05  

JASON MILLIGAN 101835 04/15/2026  $           580.00  

NV Energy 101836 04/15/2026  $             42.39  

PERS Administrative Fund 101837 04/15/2026  $       14,130.53  

Public Employees' Benefits Prog 101838 04/15/2026  $           675.23  

SCOTT ROBINSON 101839 04/15/2026  $           580.00  

The Ferraro Group 101840 04/15/2026  $         7,500.00  

USBWC 101841 04/15/2026  $       14,403.99  

Xerox Financial Services 101842 04/15/2026  $             30.22  

HomeTown Health 300322 04/30/2026  $         8,488.00  

HorsePower Express LLC 300323 04/30/2026  $           300.00  

John Deere Financial Leasing Dept 300324 04/30/2026  $         6,567.83  

Purchase Power / Pitney Bowes 300325 04/30/2026  $           603.75  

Vision Service Plan - Nevada 300326 04/30/2026  $           209.86  

XEROX BUSINESS SOLUTIONS 300327 04/30/2026  $           589.17  

CSC 101843 04/30/2026  $           272.25  

Jim Menesini Petroleum 101844 04/30/2026  $         2,909.73  

MBK Engineers 101845 04/30/2026  $         1,644.00  

MF Barcellos 101846 04/30/2026  $         2,392.93  

NV Energy 101847 04/30/2026  $         3,716.75  

Purcell Tire & Rubber Co. 101848 04/30/2026  $         3,942.54  
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Quill 101849 04/30/2026  $           161.73  

Standard Insurance Company 101850 04/30/2026  $           240.49  

U.S. Geological Survey 101851 04/30/2026  $       48,828.00  

Woodburn & Wedge 101852 04/30/2026  $       37,632.90  

Payroll   4/15/2026  $       10,709.83  

EFTPS   4/15/2026  $         1,870.33  

Payroll   4/30/2026  $       35,147.25  

EFTPS   4/30/2026  $         8,304.87  

Total Bills & Payroll  $ 220,227.91  

 

 

Secretary HALTERMAN stated a breakdown for the District well revenue and 

expense was provided. The NV Energy bill was for half of a month, so the profit 

for one month is approximately $4,500. Vice President MASINI asked what the 

well costs to run per acre-foot; Secretary HALTERMAN was unsure but stated she 

would find out and let the Board know. 

 

Director GIORGI made a motion to approve the bills; Vice President MASINI 

offered a second. The vote was called for and passed. 

 

C. Manager’s Report 

GM BRYAN stated there is a breakdown of the USGS gages in the packet. Topaz 

is currently at 75,000 acre-feet (96% capacity) and Bridgeport is currently at  

36,760 acre-feet (87% capacity). In the packet, there are graphs from the California-

Nevada River Forecast Center that show a flow projection for each day through the 

end of July. It is forecasted to be a record warm-up period, and the flows are 

expected to peak mid-May. The flow is projected to be 250-300cfs max for 

Bridgeport and Topaz below Little Walker is expected to be around 500-600cfs. 

GM BRYAN will meet with Wes once the decree falls out to determine if there can 

be a re-allocation. The more storage taken soon, the better chance of a higher re-

allocation.  

 

The shop crew has finished the repair and maintenance in Hoye Canyon and 

finished work on the East Drain stub off of Spradlin’s. All of the equipment is in 

Wabuska right now to be used to re-establish the drain. There is not a lot of money 

in that fund, but the drain needs to be cleaned before the Greenlink, and other 

projects begin in that area.  

 

GM BRYAN, Counsel DePAOLI, and Secretary HALTERMAN have been 

working with Douglas County Parks regarding the lease renewal. Counsel 

DePAOLI made some suggested changes and those were sent to Douglas County 

for their review before bringing the lease agreement back to the WRID board for 

approval.  

 

DRAFT



4 

 

GM BRYAN, Sandy, and Secretary HALTERMAN had a conversation with Param 

with California Safety Dams. Param will be sending the report for the Bridgeport 

Lower Conduit Inspection soon. It was delayed because Param was out of the 

country. While in the call, a potential grant opportunity was discussed. There is an 

opportunity to apply for funding to repair/replace the Bridgeport spillway. Param 

stated the California office is within 4-5 years out from requiring the District to 

update the spillway and it is easier if the District starts the process now, rather than 

Safety Dams requiring the work and setting a hard deadline. Secretary 

HALTERMAN is working with MBK on the grant application. The grant does have 

a cost share requirement, but there is a way to apply for a hardship option to cover 

or reduce the cost share. The deadline for the grant is July/August. Param did 

indicate the repairs need to be completed on the dam face, but that is classified as 

repair and maintenance and is not eligible for grant funding. Director ACCIARI 

asked if the structure was okay; GM BRYAN stated the structure is okay, but the 

dirt spillway is similar to Oroville and may erode if water spills. Treasurer NUTI 

asked if something could be designed to pump the minimum flow during 

inspections. GM BRYAN stated that whatever is done, the designs would need to 

be stamped by California and there are requirements that have to be adhered to in 

the Bridgeport Operation manual, and several agencies would have input. One of 

the requirements for the last event was that the water had to be pumped into the 

exact location as the outlet.  

 

GM BRYAN and Secretary HALTERMAN met with Lyon County and the City of 

Yerington regarding Regulation No. 15. Both agencies were receptive in 

incorporating the application with their process. Lyon County will be adding the 

District to their online permit process. The applicants will still need to come to the 

District to pay fees, but the rest of the process will be online.  

 

D. Legal Counsel’s Report 

Counsel DePAOLI stated the eleven additional Singatse applications for diversion 

rate only permits have gone to publication and the last day for protest is June 19th. 

Counsel will be putting protests together. 

 

E. Storage Water Transfers 

Treasurer NUTI made a motion to approve the April transfers with the corrections; 

Director ACCIARI offered a second. The vote was called for and passed.  

 

6.  Update from the Division of Water Resources regarding groundwater pumping and 

upcoming fieldwork schedules.  

Lauren BARTELS stated Smith Valley has pumped 1,600 acre-feet, Mason Valley has 

pumped 11,600 acre-feet, and East Walker has pumped 350 acre-feet. Director GIORGI 

asked if everyone on East Walker had a meter; Lauren stated they do. 

 

7. Update by the Walker Basin Conservancy on activities related to the Walker Basin  

Restoration Program, including Acquisitions and Conservation and Stewardship 

Activities. 
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Carlie HENNEMAN stated the Conservancy is having a plant sale on May 30th & 31st at 

their Smith Valley nursery. The Conservancy will be advertising to lease 2,500 acre-feet 

of water (500 from Topaz and 2,000 from Bridgeport). 

 

Treasurer NUTI aske if the 500 acres were sold; Carlie stated that they selected Steven 

Fulstone as a buyer, but they are in the middle of a boundary line adjustment. Mr. Fulstone 

has stated to do work on the property.  

 

8.  Review and consideration of establishing a final apportionment of benefits and costs 

associated with the proposed Campbell Canal local improvement district based upon 

a fraction the numerator of which is the number of acres in each parcel with an 

appurtenant surface water right and the denominator of which is the total number of 

acres with appurtenant surface water rights within the improvement district, as 

further described in the lists attached as Exhibits A and 8. Appurtenant surface water 

rights include, water rights in the United States District Court for the District of 

Nevada, Case in Equity No. C-125, entitled United States of America, Plaintiff vs 

Walker River Irrigation District, et al., Defendants, and also previously apportioned 

benefits from those certain storage water rights allocated to and held by Walker River 

Irrigation District in the final decree entered on April 14, 1936, as amended April 24, 

1940, in the United States of America, Plaintiff vs Walker River Irrigation District, et 

al., Defendants. Therefore, all expenses associated with the care, operation, 

maintenance, management, repair, and necessary current improvement or 

replacement of the Campbell Canal will be based upon this apportionment of benefits 

after it is adopted in final form by the District. 

 Secretary HALTERMAN stated this is the final step in approving the Campbell Canal local 

improvement district. The apportionments were provided in the packet and there were no 

changes from last month.  

  

 Director GIORGI asked GM BRYAN if the District can supply help with everything else 

going on; GM BRYAN stated he already gets the phone calls when there is a problem. 

Director GIORGI asked if the District would be able to move equipment and leave a job if 

there were an emergency; GM BRYAN stated he is already the one who is called when an 

emergency happens. Director GIORGI confirmed that the Campbell board would still be 

in charge of making the decisions on maintenance; GM BRYAN confirmed and stated most 

canals prefer to do their own maintenance with their own people to keep the assessments 

down and the District will only step in if asked.  

 

 Treasurer NUTI made a motion to establish a final apportionment of benefits and costs 

Campbell Canal Local Improvement District as stated in the agenda item for this particular 

purpose; Director GIORGI offered a second. The vote was called for and approved 

unanimously.   

 

 

9. Review and consideration for approval of proposed Walker River Irrigation District 

Invasive Mussel Prevention/Monitoring Plan for Bridgeport and Topaz Reservoirs.  
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 Secretary HALTERMAN stated she has been working with Mono County, CDFW, and the 

Eastern Sierra Mussel Collaborative on the Golden Mussel issue. Currently, the District is 

in violation of California Department of Fish and Wildlife Game Code 2302 by not having 

an invasive species prevention manual or policy. Secretary HALTERMAN has been 

working with Alex Ledezma with CDFW and has created a manual that is provided with 

the packet. Director GIORGI asked if the inspection sites were just in California, or if there 

would be any in Nevada; Secretary HALTERMAN stated there are currently WID 

locations in California, but communication has been started with NDOW in Topaz as they 

have an inspection site at the Douglas County State Park. There is also an inspection site 

at the border, but it is unknown when either station is staffed and if they do 

decontamination. GM BRYAN stated he is going to work with Mono County to put barriers 

in the areas of the unmanned launch areas. Secretary HALTERMAN is working with the 

various agencies to draft a letter that will go to the all of the homeowners along Topaz 

reservoir. Marcella Rose and Liz Grans were present via Zoom to give an overview of the 

efforts made to prevent the spread of Golden Mussels in Mono and Inyo Counties. 

Highlights of the conversation were:  

- Mono County and Inyo Counties have implemented an ordinance for inspection and 

decontamination of vessels.  

- The Eastern Sierra Golden Mussels Collective is comprised of 12 agencies.  

- There are currently staff and equipment for 1 WID station in Bridgeport off of Aurora 

Canyon Road in Bridgeport and 1 station in Bishop. 

- There have been lots of questions on who is responsible for prevention and monitoring; 

ultimately it falls on the water owner.  

- Prevention is the standard and without it, things can get out of control very quickly. 

- CDFW is creating a program for statewide consistency for inspection and 

decontamination protocol. This program is to give water managers support to roll out 

the program- no funding or equipment- only training and quality control.  

- Mono County Board of Supervisors is working on a letter to implore CDFW to take a 

more effective role and provided funding and/or equipment. WRID may want to draft 

a letter as well.  

- There is going to be an inspection station set up this Friday, and everyone is invited to 

attend to learn how the process is put into place.  

- The overall perception is positive, and everyone is participating and happy to be 

compliant. Many other bodies of water already have these protocols in place, so it is 

not a new concept.  

- Contact has been made with lessees and owners on Bridgeport and Topaz they have 

been very willing to work in prevention.  

- During the first weekend of the WID stations, there were 2 boats in Mono County that 

had visible mussels on the vessels. The boats were quarantined, decontaminated, and 

dried out before being released to the owners. 

 

Counsel DePAOLI stated the District needs to get an approved prevention and monitoring 

plan, but he has not had gone through the manual to the extent he would like to. The District 

needs to be doing what is necessary and required. If the manual is approved today, it can 

be brought back to the Board if anything needs to be changed. Counsel DePAOLI stated 
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the District needs to have direct communication with the lessees as well as Mono County. 

Counsel DePAOLI stated he would also like it addressed in the Douglas County lease. 

Secretary HALTERMAN stated most of the testing (dissolved oxygen, turbidity, pH, and 

water temperature) is already being done in Bridgeport and calcium testing will need to be 

completed as well. Secretary HALTERMAN stated there is not currently any testing being 

performed in Topaz; GM BRYAN stated NDEP does the testing in Topaz. Secretary 

HALTERMAN stated when she reached out to NDEP, they did not have any current test 

results for Topaz. In the manual and per the CDFW Game Code, plankton tows or artificial 

substrate also needs to be performed to check for infestation. CDFW does plankton tows 

in Bridgeport, but Secretary HALTERMAN stated she will find out how often they are 

performed and will contact NDOW/NDEP to inquire if they perform the tows. If the tows 

are not performed, artificial substrate mechanisms will be utilized. Vice President MASINI 

asked if it was safe to say that it is unknown if the mussels are in the reservoirs; Secretary 

HALTERMAN stated it is safe to say that. Marcella stated CDFW has noted that with the 

monitoring protocols in place, unfortunately there is a delay in detecting veligers. Until 

they colonize, it is hard to detect if there have been infestations which can take about a 

year. Liz and Marcella stated Alex with CDFW has done testing and the District could 

reach out to get the results. Vice President MASINI asked if there were mussels in Crowley; 

Marcella stated at this time, they have not been detected in the Eastern Sierras and Inyo 

County waters. They were introduced into the Port of Stockton and the Sacramento dela 

where they spread from there. Director GIORGI asked if there has been testing in Twin 

Lakes; Liz stated there has been testing but there has been no detection. Marcella stated 

LADWP and Southern California Edison have monitoring protocols and Mono County has 

offered support in that monitoring. GM BRYAN stated there needs to be testing from the 

top of the system to the bottom. Director GIORGI asked what the penalty is for 

contamination; Liz stated the two boats with mussels were quarantined, decontaminated, 

and left overnight to dry. Once they boats were clean, they were allowed to leave with no 

tickets. For boats who do not go through the WIDs and obtain the Eastern Sierra Mussel 

Sticker, the first two incidents are infractions and the third is a misdemeanor. Liz stated the 

unmanned boat launch areas have signage and educational materials have been given to 

marina operators. The Sheriffs will do the best they can to get to the unmanned locations, 

but the deputies are not there consistently. Marina operators are turning boats away that do 

not have the sticker. It would be helpful for the marina operators to be inspectors in the 

future. It would be great to have Crowley as an inspection station as well. Vice President 

MASINI asked how long the Golden Mussels can live outside of water; Liz stated she was 

not certain, but it is long enough to drive up to our location from several hours away; 

especially when there is standing water within the vessel. Marcella stated the areas of 

concern are bait tanks, live wells, and nooks and crannies where water can pool.  

 

Treasurer NUTI made a motion to approve the manual as-is with the possibility to make 

changes in the future as needed; Director ACCIARI offered a second. The vote was called 

for and approved unanimously.   

 

 

10. Annual review on the performance of the Walker River Irrigation District General 

Manager Robert C Bryan and consideration of possible adjustment in compensation. 
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Counsel DePAOLI stated he sent a summary of the evaluation to all the Board members 

but would provide a summary for the meeting. The ratings were based on the following 

scale: 5= excellent, performs exceptionally; 4= good, performs adequately; 3= satisfactory, 

meets expectations; 2= fair, performs unsatisfactory and requires supervision; and 1= 

unsatisfactory, fails to perform. GM BRYAN was rated as follows:  

- Job Knowledge: 5; Manager expanded his knowledge and is committed to meeting the 

duties required.  

- Interactions & Communications: 4.8; excellent communicator 

- Decision Making: 4.8; no comments  

- Planning & Organization: 4.8; no comments 

- Public Relations: 5; no comments 

- Work Environment & Safety: 4.6; no comments 

- Overall Performance: 5; continues to do a commendable job 

- Action Plan:  

o Area of Strength: understands job issues and needs. 

o Area of Improvement: none 

o Goals: continue to improve District operations and adaptations to new and changing 

needs of the District  

o Salary Increase: average 3.8%, recommended effective date was May 2, 2025.  

 

Treasurer NUTI made a motion to increase GM BRYAN’s salary 3.8% effective on his 

anniversary date; Director GIORGI offered a second. The vote was called for and passed. 

All members expressed gratitude for GM BRYAN and his dedication to the District. 

 

11. Director Comments 

 None presented.  

 

12. Public Comment 

None presented.  

 

13. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:10am. 

 

 

___ABSENT___________________                                     ______________________________ 

Jim Snyder, President      Marcus Masini, Vice President  

 

 

 

______________________________                                    _____________________________  

Richard Nuti, Treasurer     Dennis Acciari, Director 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

David Giorgi, Director 
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