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Water year 2020 Precip and Temp



Feb 2019
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2018-19 vs 2019-20 – Storm Track
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2018-19 vs 2019-20 – Storm Track

Feb 2020



5
Reno National Weather Service

Forecasting for the Sierra and western Nevada since 1905

So, How About the Next 1-2 Weeks?
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So, How About Week Two?
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Atmospheric River Outlook
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Water & Snow Level Scenarios

10 Day Scenarios - Graphs 
compare NWS operational 
forecast (red) with recent 
model simulation scenarios 
in blue. Greater spread 
between the lines - means 
less forecast certainty.
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Water & Snow Level Scenarios

10 Day Scenarios - Graphs 
compare NWS operational 
forecast (red) with recent 
model simulation scenarios 
in blue. Greater spread 
between the lines - means 
less forecast certainty.
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End of March - Weeks 3-4?

3-4 Week Forecasts – Lean toward cooler. No favored outcome or 
strong signal for precip in the Sierra. Slight  lean towards wet for 
Northern  CA and NV .
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Rest of Spring into Summer?
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Water Year flow to date
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Snowpack Analog years?
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Water Supply Count on Reservoirs, Not on Snowpack!

• WW and East Walker AJ plots
• WW and East Walker WY plots
• WW and East Walker 

Verification
• WW and East Walker analog 

years 2018, 2014, 2013

RFC Page Demo
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Summary
• Record to near record low 

January and February 
Precipitation.

• Snowpack in bad shape, 
especially sunny aspects and 
low elevations not well 
represented by measurement 
network

• CNRFC April-July Runoff 24 to 
38% of average,  some 
improvement possible, but full 
recovery very unlikely.

• Spring Flood Risk is Low!
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Bonus Material
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Recent Years Snowpack Comparison

2/27 2020 3/1/20203/1/20193/1/2018


